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STATISTICS OF BERLIN. 



Statistisches Jahrbuch der Stadt Berlin; Funf undzwanzigster 
Jahrgang, 1898. Nebsl Erganzungen fur fruhere Jahre. R. Bockh, 
Direktor des Statistischen Amts. Berlin, 1900. 

This magnificent work of Professor Bockh surpasses each of the 
previous volumes in the wealth of material which the author presents. 
It is unlike many of the statistical year-books of other cities, in the 
presentation of the very full comments which are introduced by the 
author and his assistants upon the various tables which are here 
compiled, having reference to the statistics of Berlin for the year 
1898 and previous years. The first portion relates to the numbering 
of the population which had increased from 283,140 in December, 
1837, to 1,843,582 in December, 1899. 

The following 150 pages treat of the vital statistics of the city, and 
in these pages are presented all the essential facts relating to the 
population of Berlin for the single year 1898 and for many previous 
years. This portion of the work presents the facts .relating to the 
mortality from the principal diseases in a very large city for a series 
of years in such a manner that the facts relating to each disease may 
be readily studied and compared with other diseases. The mortality 
from cancer, for example, had increased from 657 per million among 
men in 1876, to 1537 per million in 1895, and among women from 
1126 per million in 1876, to 1775 in 1895, while consumption had 
diminished in the same period from 4295 per million to 3351 among 
men, and from 2625 to 1951 among women. 

The well-known figures of Dr. Bockh relating to the effect of the 
food of infants under one year upon their mortality are presented for 
the year 1898 in detail, together with ten-year tables giving the 
causes of death of such infants. These are also classified as legiti- 
mate or illegitimate infants, the former dying at the rate of 166.5 
per 1000 and the latter at 355.3 per 1000. The -table of causes of 
death follows with some modification the system of Virchow, in 
which prominence is given to separate diseases rather than to general 
groupings, the whole number of titles being 138. The most promi- 
nent causes of death were : Infantile debility, 2202 deaths ; consump- 
tion, 3553; pneumonia, 2389; cancer, 1606; heart disease, 1549; 
apoplexy, 1008 ; diarrhoeal diseases, 3828. 
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The second chapter comprises the weather statistics of the city for 
the year 1898 and for a series of years. The table for the single 
year 1898 also presents the deaths in each week. In the middle 
week of August, with a mean temperature of 21.5° C. or 71° F., the 
deaths were 880, of which 505 were those of children under one 
year, as compared with weekly means for the year of 587 for all 
deaths and 197 for children under one. The mean annual tempera- 
ture of Berlin for 50 years was 9° C. or 48.2° F. The mean 
barometric pressure reduced to a normal standard for 50 years (1848- 
97) was 761.57 mm., or 29.99 inches. The rainfall for the year 1898 
was 514.8 mm. = 20^ inches. The mean annual rainfall for the 
50 years 1848-97 was 569.1 mm. or 22.4 inches. Other topics treated 
in succeeding chapters are the statistics of the care of streets (clean- 
ing, lighting, sprinkling, repairs, etc.), sewerage, water supply, fire 
extinction, trade products, breweries, horses and cattle, agricultural 
products, banking, prices, consumption and traffic in goods of all 
kinds ; shipping, postofflce, telephones and telegraphs. 

Under the head of fire losses, it appears that there were 9160 fires 
in the year ending March 31, 1899, as compared with 8440 in the 
previous year. Fires are classified as great, small, medium, and 
chimney fires, still alarms, malicious alarms, and fires outside the 
city. Causes relating to fires in the better class of houses are also 
divided into 24 groups, of which carelessness accounted for the larger 
number specified ; incendiary fires 42 out of 1758, defective flues 66, 
burning soot 72. Under the title of life and accident insurance, it 
appears that the number of deaths of insured persons in 1898 was 
1143, of which number 741 were men and 402 were women. The 
principal causes of death in these cases were : Cancer, 154; consump- 
tion, 128; apoplexy, 127; heart diseases, 170. Under the title of 
industrial insurance the principal trades are represented by 40,316 
workmen in iron and steel, 22,474 telegraph and telephone workmen, 
and 59,965 mechanics. The principal causes of ill-health among 
those insured for invalid insurance were : Consumption, 24.6 per 
cent of the men who were sick and 15.7 per cent of the women ; 
other lung diseases, 11 per cent of men and 6.9 per cent of women; 
exhaustion, anemia and old age, 6.7 per cent of men and 16.8 per 
cent of women ; rheumatism, 7 per cent of men and 11.6 per cent of 
the women ; heart disease, 6.2 per cent of the men and 5.1 per cent 



66 American Statistical Association. [334 

of the women. Many other interesting tables are presented in which 
statistics are given of the occupations of the insured and the diseases 
for which they were invalided, their ages, sexes, and in one table the 
diseases and principal occupations combined. 

Chapter 8 treats of charitable and benevolent institutions and the 
care of the sick. Berlin does not appear to have adopted the English 
plan of separate isolation hospitals for infectious diseases. Other 
chapters treat of police, prisons and criminal matters, educational 
establishments, churches and religious organizations, and, lastly, of 
the city taxes, income aud expenditures. 

S. W. A. 



GOVERNMENT ANNUALS AND PERIODICALS. 



Tables of Public Documents printed annually or at regular intervals 
as provided by laiv, showing the extra and usual number printed and 
ike distribution of the same. Prepared by the Superintendent of 
Documents. Washington, 1901. 12 pp. 8vo. 

Anyone who frequently uses Government publications will desire 
to possess a copy of this pamphlet, both that he may know what 
publications are regularly issued and that he may be able to find at 
a glance where to apply for those he has need of. The principal 
list includes sixty-five entries of Government annual or periodical 
issues, the printing of which is provided for by law, excepting the 
Official Register of the civil, military, and naval service of the 
United States, or " Blue-book," • the Congressional Record, the 
editions of the Statutes and Session Laws, maps, and the publications 
of the Patent Office, which are treated in separate paragraphs. The 
letter u To Librarians " accompanying the pamphlet claims only that 
it " contains a list of substantially all the Government periodicals, 
..." and as the introductory note indicates, it does not attempt to 
include documents printed only upon requisition of the heads of 
Executive Departments or other offices. It is to be regretted that 
the entries in the principal list are uusystematically arranged, as the 
whole list must now be examined to find the particular item desired. 

L. R. Lane, 



